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My beloved brothers and sisters, 
I can hardly believe November is here, that so much change has happened and so much 
freedom bestowed. As hard as leaving old things behind can be, even when they are beau-
tiful and lovely things, it is often also freeing. With our move, I have sensed that freedom 
both in our corporate life and in our worship. And I know many of you have as well. Praise 
be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who has blessed usò (Eph 1:3) so. 
A friend recently wrote me that we óorthodoxô were all being óstripped down to the nitty gritty 
to reveal a depth of faith that we had never known before,ô and my thought was that per-
haps we were even like Eustace who had his dragon skin scratched off by Aslan. Remem-
ber, Eustace acquired his scaly skin by sleeping on dragonôs treasure. And it hurt when it 
was scratched off, but Eustace was restored to his ñson of Adamò self as a result. Well per-
haps we former Episcopalians have treasured our ñthingsò a bit too much and they made us 
scaly, too scaly perhaps to be used for the good things that lie ahead. My sense is that the 
light of Christ now shines more brightly through us. As they say, restoration is always more 
lovely when it is completed! 
However we are to understand what has happened, God has set us in motion for his king-
dom, for good things that we are now more freed and ready to do than ever before. First 
and foremost I believe it is to ñgather in those who are perishing.ò Macc 3:9b Look around 
you. They are everywhere and many are Anglican (that is, Episcopalian) brothers and sis-
ters still sitting under false teaching, still being led further astray from the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Mark my words, God will drive them out and we need to be ready to gather them in 
with arms of love as he sends them our way.   
As you know, I have appointed Bob Berta as a lay pastor of evangelism. He is working with 
a great team of people to help us gather in those who are perishing and give them life. Stay 
tuned to participate in the things Bob helps us with. And remember, evangelism isnôt his 
job, it is ours and he is going to help us take up our calling to evangelize the least and the 
lost around us. 
And once we gather them in, we need to disciple them. I intend for much of this to happen 
in our small groups. And yet we will also have more offerings for adult discipleship on Sun-
days under the direction of our teaching pastor, The Rev. Garry Parker. He has a wonderful 
mind and is a gifted teacher. He will be leading a course on Anglicanism after Christmas for 
both those needing to be confirmed and those needing to be received by the Bishop when 
he comes in late February/early March. 
For now, let us focus on what we have learned from the preaching and small group series 
based on ñOur Life Together.ò Let us be a church of love and light set upon a hill. And let us 
celebrate Advent and the birth of our Lord with a renewed and infectious joy. 
In thanks for each and every one of you, 

 Fr. Rob+ 

 

Fr. Rob Holman +  


